Prime Minister’s speech ON August 14, 2010
Pakistani nation is strong enough to cope with any challenge: Gilani

Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani on Saturday expressed the resolve that the resilient Pakistani nation was strong enough to cope with any challenge and would rehabilitate the millions, uprooted by the devastating floods.Addressing the nation on the Independence Day, the prime minister said, “the nation will confront the challenges as it did at time of partition, with the blessings of Almighty Allah. This time too we shall succeed.”


He said the people of Pakistan were determined to convert all challenges into opportunities and said all resources have been mobilised to bring relief to around 20 million affected people across the country.

He said the worst ever floods in country’s history have killed 1,384 people, injured 1,630 injured and according to initial estimates damaged over 0.7 million homes. However the government was able to rescue over 0.4 million stranded people.

He said the government and the people of Pakistan were determined to confront these challenges with courage and urged the nation to rise to the occasion by following in the footsteps of Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and seek guidance from the vision of Allama Mohammad Iqbal. 


Prime Minister Gilani addressing the international community said Pakistan’s economy had already suffered colossal losses due to relentless war against terrorism.

While the unprecedented torrential rains and devastating flood have destroyed crops and food storages, washed away bridges, roads, communication and energy networks, causing losses running in billions of dollars.

He said relief activities can only be carried out by helicopters, boats and hovercrafts, while due to hot and humid weather, epidemic was a serious threat which can further compound the already grave situation. 
Gilani said the scale of destruction by the floods was much bigger than the tsunami. 

“I appeal to the world community to extend a helping hand,” Gilani said.

He said the floods have played havoc in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Punjab, Sindh, Azad Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and other parts of the country and the political leadership and all government departments were busy to mitigate sufferings of the flood affectees.
He said, 57 helicopters and 912 boats were evacuating the stranded people to safer places and the government has so far evacuated 398,390 people to safer places.
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He said, the rains followed by flood initially impacted Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber Pukhtukhwa and Balochistan and were the focus of relief work but it had to be stretched across the country as floods entered Punjab and Sindh.

Prime Minister Gilani said the government has so far distributed 95,053 tents and 180,034 food packets among the flood-victims in all the provinces. 

It has provided 650 tonnes of medicines besides the army has distributed 901 tonnes cooked food among the flood-victims.

“To review the relief work, I visited the flood-affected areas in the four provinces and met the affectees so that the relief work could be expedited,” he said.
He said that he had directed all the federal ministers, MPs to supervise relief work in their respective constituencies.

Prime Minister Gilani said that the government alone could not handle such a big calamity and the entire nation needs to stand united to face this challenge with the same determination as their forefathers did during creation of Pakistan.

He said the government canceled all independence day celebrations to express solidarity with the flood-victims. All Ramazan iftar dinners and eid celebrations have also been canceled so that the money could be spent for the flood-victims, he added.

Gilani said despite all the measures there would be still some people who might not get the relief as the natural calamity has impacted approximately 20 million people.

The prime minister said the relief efforts seems to be falling short of expectations, but assured the people that the government would leave no stone unturned till complete rehabilitation of the flood-victims.

“I have complete confidence that each person, particularly the philanthropist, civil society and our youth will participate in the relief and rehabilitation of the affectees,” he said and thanked all those who contributed towards the Prime Minister Flood Relief Fund.  


The Prime Minister said the international recession has had a negative impact on the economy while the wave of terrorism in the country and the recent flood have multiplied problems.

Despite various challenges, the government has stabilized the economy but years of neglect could not be undone in days, he added.

He said to cope with the situation the government has frozen the expenditure of all federal government departments at the level of last year, reduced salaries of members of the Cabinet and banned all State foreign visits.

Due to the austerity drive, the government has stopped unnecessary expenditures and the provincial governments have also been asked to follow suit, he said.

The Prime Minister said the Finance Ministry has also been instructed to complete all projects on priority where more than 50 per cent amount had been spent.

He said, the government has added 1708 MW of electricity and till December 2010 more projects of 2795 MW would be completed which would balance the demand and supply.

“We are trying to complete projects of at least 20,000 MW from our national resources by 2010,” he added.
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He said, the government has raised the salary of laborers from Rs 6,000 to Rs 7,000 while Rs 46 billion were being distributed among the needy and widows under Benazir Income Support Programma.

Under this scheme, the government has allocated Rs 50 billion for four million poor families during this year besides providing technical training to deserving persons under Waseela-e-Haq Scheme.

He said that under this scheme 150 sweet homes centres would be constructed in all big cities and the children residing there would be provided best education in reputed educational institutions.

The government has taken several steps for welfare of the farmers like, increasing the price of agriculture production, Benazir Tractor Scheme, distribution of fertilizer and provision of electricity to agriculture tubewells.

He said the government has full respect for the media and does not believe in any kind of ban on media. 


Prime Minister Gilani also spoke on the main contours of country’s foreign policy and said it was reflective of national aspirations for peace and stability within Pakistan, in neighbourhood, the region and the world.    He said Pakistan desires to develop partnerships of mutual benefit with the entire international community.

Gilani said Pakistan continues to stand tall and firm against the forces of terrorism and extremism. 

“No nation has sacrificed more, or achieved more in this struggle. Nor perhaps is any nation as united, or as resolute as Pakistan. Our efforts and achievements speak for themselves,” Prime Minister Gilani said.

He said it was a “reasonable expectation” that the world stands by Pakistan in word and in deed.

He spoke of Pakistan’s all weather friendship with China and termed it the corner-stone of foreign policy. He said intensive leadership level engagement has yielded positive results.

“We deeply appreciate Chinese assistance for our economic development and security.”

Prime Minister Gilani said Pakistan seeks to strengthen ties with the US based on mutual; trust, respect and interest. 

“I am happy to note that Pakistan-US Strategic Dialogue has been upgraded and expanded,” and added that this was a manifestation of a common desire to develop a long-term, broad based and people-centric partnership.

Gilani said since the advent of democracy, relations with the European Union and key European States have developed along an upward trajectory.

The Prime Minister said to offset losses to the national economy, Pakistan has sought greater access to European markets. 

“We remain hopeful of a positive of our efforts.”

He said Pakistan and Afghanistan face a common set of challenges and have legitimate stakes in Afghanistan’s peace, stability and development. 

“We will continue to support an Afghan-led process of reconciliation and reintegration.”

Gilani said Pakistan attaches importance to its bilateral relations with Iran, Islamic and Arab States and Central Asian countries.

“In pursuance of our objective of a peaceful and stable neighbourhood, and for resolving outstanding disputes with India, we firmly believe that dialogue is the only way forward,” the prime minister said.

Prime Minister Gilani said for lasting peace and stability in South Asia, Pakistan has and will continue to advocate a Strategic Restraint regime.
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