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Aghaz-e-Haqooqe Balochistan 
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Islamabad November 24, 2009
In the name of Allah the most Merciful, the most Beneficial
Madam Speaker, 
Honourable Members of the Parliament, 
Ladies and Gentleman, 

Assalam-o-Alaikum.

Today’s Session is an epoch making event for the reason that today a special package Aghaz Haqooqe Balochistan is being announced for the people of the biggest province  of the country. This occasion is significant on two counts.  One that it would bring the province at par with other provinces in regards to constitutional, political and economic rights and secondly it will ensure ascendancy of the parliament.
Today is the day of realization of the dreams of the people of the country, especially the people of Balochistan. To reach this historic milestone we adopted the policy of mutual understanding, reconciliation and national solidarity. In the course of preparation of this package, we kept all the democratic forces in the loop. I am extremely grateful to the political leaders within the parliament who rendered useful advice in this regard.
As you are aware of the fact that Pakistan Peoples Party and all political forces have always opposed the oppressive policies of the dictatorial regime, designed to perpetrate excesses on the people of Balochistan.  We had made it unequivocally clear that dictatorial step and measures weaken the federation.  Consequently when we formed a coalition government after February 2008, the PPP decided to atone for the past treatment and also extended an apology to the people of Balochistan. We were fully conscious of the fact that to compensate the excesses inflicted on the people of Balochistan in the past, we will have to adopt the policy of reconciliation.  We will have to end political and economic deprivations of the provinces because unless the provinces were strong, we could not achieve the destination of strong, stable and prosperous Pakistan.

The PPP armed with this spirit and thought constituted “Shaheed Muhtarma Benazir Bhutto Reconciliation Committee “  which met people belonging to different shades of opinion from Balochistan and also interacted with Jirgas. This committee formulated recommendations and presented them to the government. The government, on its own level, constituted another committee in addition to the already existing committees, to formulate recommendations for political, administrative and economic reforms. The seven member committee comprised Federal Ministers Makhdoom Amin Fahim, Raja Pervez Ashraf , Syed Khurshid Shah , Syed Naveed Qamar , Babar Awan and Senators Mir Lashkari Raeesani and Mian Raza Rabbani.  The committee firmed up its recommendations with lot of  hard work and dedication. Then we initiated a National Consultative Process which included interaction with the President, Governor and Chief Minister of Balochistan.  We also held consultations with the provincial cabinet and members of the provincial Assembly, at Quetta, We also involved the national political leaders in this consultative process. Those who were consulted included PMLN leader Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and his companions , Sardar Mehtab Khan Abbassi , Opposition Leader Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan, Raja Zafrul Haq , Ishaq Dar, Khudai Noor , Yaqub Nasir , Mamnoon Hussain , ANP President Asfand Yar Wali, JUI  leader Maulan Fazlur Rehman, Maulana Sheerani , Dr.Farooq Sattar (MQM), Chaudhru Shujat Hussain and Parvaiz Elahi (PML Q) , Senator Wasim Sajjad , Amir Muqam and Mushahid Hussain. Leader of Baloch National Party Senator Israr Ullah Zehri , Munir Orakzai and Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao from FATA . Baloch leaderhip in the Senate were also made part of the consultative process. We also approached other stakeholders to create an ambience of complete harmony.
In the end we held a joint session at Islamabad. We invited Governor and Chief Minister of Balochistan, members of the provincial cabinet, senators and MNAs from Balochistan and members of the provincial Assembly, to attend the meeting.

Today we have in front of us a fruitful result of our realistic consultative endeavours in the form of “Aghaz-e-Haqooqe Balochistan”. It is a positive beginning and a confident step towards the right direction. This package will usher in an era of social and economic progress in the province which will be free of exploitation and based on justice; eliminate terrorism and bring peace and security; spread the light of knowledge and remove darkness and bring hope instead of despondency.

I want to say it categorically that we would employ all our resources to join the broken hearts. We will make Balochistan a cradle of great civilization, culture and traditions so that the historians would have to accept the fact that after the dark night of oppression , the emerging sun unleashed such a wave of solidarity and brotherhood  that gave a new meaning to life in the province.
Madam Speaker,

Ever since the inception of our government, we have taken several steps which have made the people of Balochistan to realize that we want to remove their grievances. We not only withdrew cases against some political workers but also helped in the retrieval of some missing persons.  Keeping in view the difficulties faced by the provincial government of Balochistan, we extended financial assistance on different occasions and also took responsibility for paying Rs.17.5 billion loan that Balochistan owed to the State Bank of Pakistan.  Last year’s PDSP was increased from Rs.42 billion to Rs.50 billion. Last year we also allowed Balochistan to spend the unutilized funds amounting to Rs. 21 billion, for its development projects. We also announced a special Balochistan Package to the tune of Rs.9 billion, out of which 3 billions are for Quetta Package, Rs.3 billion for budgetary support and the remaining Rs.3 billion have been set aside for the development projects to be indicated by the members of the Balochistan Assembly.

We are deeply aware and conscious of the fact that certain political forces in Balochistan, are outside the mainstream of politics. We also realize that we have to promote an atmosphere of mutual trust and solidarity. Therefore, I am sincerely expressing the desire of my government for the same.  In fact this is the desire of not only of our government but also of the whole parliament as well as Mian Nawaz Sharif who has expressed his desire to be included in this process.   We want to hold dialogue with them.  We are extending our hand of reconciliation and dialogue to our estranged brothers from Balochistan with the hope that they will respond positively and in an encouraging manner.

I am grateful to the Almighty Allah who blessed us with the opportunity to announce recommendations for “Aghaz-e-Haqooqe Balochistan”. These recommendations relate to political and economic progress. The parliamentary committee on constitutional Reforms is in the process of finalizing its recommendations on the constitutional amendments and the implementation of Charter of Democracy. I am confident it will present its unanimous recommendations in the parliament very soon. 

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani, who is heading the parliamentary committee on Balochistan, will unfurl the details of these recommendations in today’s session. God willing, a joint session of the parliament will again be convened after Eid for full debate on these recommendations with a view to improve on them in the light of the opinion and sense of the parliament.
Let us make a pledge that we will strive to strengthen the democratic institutions and the democratic system, by setting aside our political differences because, our destiny is linked to a democratic Pakistan.
