ENGLISH RENDERING OF

PRIME MINISTER’S ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON RADIO                                       ON MARCH 5 , 2010

My dear Countrymen.

AssalamoAlekum !
                 I have decided to address you directly at 7.00 PM on every first Friday of the month to maintain closer and continuous liaison with you. Today’s address is a beginning of that initiative. It will be my earnest effort to apprise you about the performance of the government and take you into confidence regarding the initiatives that the government is putting in place to grapple with the challenges confronting the country.  As you are aware, after our electoral triumph in the February 2008 elections we formed a coalition government in the centre guided by the philosophy of reconciliation propounded by our leader Shaheed   Muhtarma Benazir Bhutto.

                During these two years we have not only made progress in fulfilling the promises enunciated in our manifesto but also made relentless efforts to surmount the inherited problems. Among those the worth mentioning issues  included : terrorism ,inflation, un- employment, political tensions , mistrust among the state institutions, power crisis , shortage of food , worrisome consequences of unexpected events unfolding in our neighbourhood , economic instability , decline in the industrial production, unsatisfactory law and order situation and sense of dissatisfaction among the masses.

                  When we assumed the responsibility of the government, we never entertained the conceited thought that we were the rulers of the country. Our thinking was that the God Almighty has given us an opportunity to serve the nation and the country.  We were also conscious of the fact that PPP has always been given the mantle of the government when the country faced difficult circumstances. Viewed from this perspective, governing the country is a test and an opportunity for us to serve the masses who voted for PPP, instead of power wielding. Those people have lot of expectations from us.
                  The priorities that we set for ourselves after assuming the reins of the government were:  elimination of terrorism, improvement in the law and order situation, tackling unemployment and reduction in poverty, controlling inflation, restoration of the prestige of the nation among the comity of nations, end to political confrontation and bringing stability in the economy. I am grateful to the Almighty Allah that today when I am speaking to you; we have achieved considerable success in these areas. You can see it for yourself that we have broken the back of the terrorists. The army and the law enforcing agencies have given sacrifices in men and material to eliminate the terrorist elements who were bringing bad name to Pakistan.  I salute the Pakistan army and the law enforcing agencies.
                  I also salute those citizens who looked after the displaced persons from Malakand, Swat and Waziristan and also exhibited tremendous patriotism and sense of sacrifice like the Ansars of Medina, in their rehabilitation. The terrorists out of frustration targeted our cities but the enlightened and vigilant people have recognized their faces. God willing the time is not far when we will be able to clear our holy land from these elements. Terrorism has inflicted tremendous harm on our economy. Bad law and order situation discourages investment and the foreign investors hesitate to make a move. We are trying to improve the economic situation by eliminating the curse of terrorism. It is indeed a very difficult time but with unity and support of the nation we will emerge triumphant from this trial.

                   To provide financial assistance to the poor the government has initiated Benazir Income Support Programme and Wasila-e-Haq programme under which Rs.70 billion are being distributed among the deserving families through a transparent and trustworthy arrangement.  To control price spiral, the government also provided a subsidy of Rs.3 billion on the eatable items through Utility Stores during the month of Ramadan and on the eve of Eid. Similarly the salaries and pensions of the government servants were also enhanced. The minimum wage of the workers was increased from Rs.4600 to Rs, 6000. Under the Benazir Employment Stock Option Scheme, shares worth Rs.100 billion have been distributed among half a million workers of the 80 government controlled industrial units.

                   To tackle unemployment, the government reinstated all the dismissed employees. You are well aware that the government cannot provide jobs to all the unemployed but efforts are being made to enable the youth economically self-sufficient. Prime Minister’s internship Programme is one such step. Presently 43000 educated youth are benefiting from this scheme. With the Grace of God and the realistic policies of the government, there has been an appreciable increase in the agricultural production. We have sufficient stocks of wheat to cater to the internal demand and satisfactory arrangements have also been made to tackle the artificial sugar shortage. The Agricultural Development Bank has extended loans worth billions of rupees to the farmers besides Benazir Tractor Scheme. The government has also made plausible arrangement for the purchase of food grains and all these steps are helping in dealing with the food shortages effectively. Water and Power shortage are also important issues. The government believes in resolving them on long term basis rather than going for timely solutions. The nation will soon see the results of the efforts that are being made in this regard. I would like to invite the attention of all the political parties and the experts to this issue and request them to provide their workable suggestions and proposal to the government.

                    We have changed the atmosphere of political confrontation with the spirit and philosophy of reconciliation. The state institutions are working within their stipulated spheres. We are determined to establish the ascendancy of the parliament and the constitution.  The whole world is a witness to the fact that we restored the deposed judiciary and exhibited respect for the decision of the Supreme Court concerning appointment of the judges.

                     To meet the demands of national solidarity, we have given internal autonomy to the people of Gilgit-Baltistan. We have introduced Haqooq-e-Baluchistan initiative. NWFP has been paid the first installment of the Net Hydel Profit and separate funds have been provided to help the people affected by terrorism. The nation has also seen the results of the policy of reconciliation in the form of a consensus National Finance Award. The constitution has been disfigured by successive adventurers. We are also trying to rectify the aberrations and the nation will soon hear the good news.
My dear Countrymen,

                     All these achievement are not our destiny. They are only the milestones that have been crossed with the unqualified support of the masses. We have to continue our journey. We are striving to make Pakistan a truly Islamic, democratic and a welfare state in line with the vision of the Poet of the East, Quaid-e-Azam and Shaheed Muhtarma Benazir Bhutto.

                     Our intentions are beyond reproach, we have unblemished attire and a satisfied conscience. I have no hesitation in admitting that while trying to resolve the challenges confronting the nation we made some hard decisions but the time has proved that those initiatives were inevitable in the larger interest of the nation. We do not resent criticism of media and the opposition. We utilize it for reformation. But the critics are also under obligation to observe ethical norms and be realistic. God Willing, after completing the mandate of the people in line with the constitutional and democratic traditions, we will again go back to the masses who can hold us accountable for our performance. The verdict of the people is always ascendant and final. We will accept the verdict of the people from the core of our heart. But till the arrival of that phase let all work together for the progress, prosperity and honour of our beloved Pakistan. Keep the torch of reconciliation burning.  Strengthen the democratic traditions of respect for each other and mutual trust to prove to the world that the people of Pakistan have forged impregnable unity for tackling the difficulties and problems afflicting the country. I pray to the Almighty to bless us with the determination and spirit to serve  the nation and  also guide us in these efforts . 
Pakistan Paindabad

