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Ladies and Gentlemen,
 ASALAM-O-ALAIKUM!
 It is an honour for me to address the 9th Convocation of Lahore College for Women University today. I have always regarded women as my constituency. My participation in today’s programme is a manifestation of my personal and the democratic government’s commitment to the cause of women empowerment.

I extend my gratitude to you for the warm welcome given to me on my arrival here. On this auspicious occasion, I would like to congratulate the graduating students, their teachers and parents. It is your day as it marks the end of one of the important chapters of your life.
Today, you are graduating from Lahore College for Women University, which offers wide range of disciplines that are important in national and international context. From today onwards, you step out of your University into the practical world to face the challenges of tomorrow. Life and its challenges would test you in a number of ways. It is now upon you how you respond to them. Will you allow yourself to be defeated or put up a spirited fight to carve out a role for yourself? I assure you if you possess a positive attitude and are driven by a higher purpose in your life, there can be no challenge that cannot be overcome. Occasional set-backs should be taken as a gateway to bigger successes as these strengthen your resolve to higher achievements in life. 
We are living in both exciting as well as challenging times. Our world is undergoing transformation at a massive scale. The forces of globalization have introduced new dynamics in our collective life that warrant application of creative and non-traditional approach on the part of our intelligentsia, academia, opinion leaders, intellectuals and policy makers.
In today’s world, knowledge has become an engine of growth and socio-economic development.  Only those nations that focus on the promotion of knowledge and research have the potential to earn a respectable place in the comity of nations. I urge you to ponder on the needs of the world today. It is through awakening critical sense of inquiry, developing character and being creative that we can address the challenges that we face today. I would call upon our educational institutions to focus upon producing leaders and professionals of high caliber who set examples in their respective fields of life. I want my students and youths not to be merely job seekers but job creators.   
Ladies and Gentlemen!
Education is an important component to improve individuals’ well being and social development. It has a key role in fulfilling the dream of gender equality and women empowerment. In terms of personal importance, education helps in career advancement, and empowering graduates. In reality, it is linked with learning, preparation for leadership, personal and collective achievements, opening your mind to new ideas, thinking about today, and most importantly thinking and planning for a better tomorrow. 
The Government fully realizes the importance of education and has taken various steps to enhance not only literacy rate but has also focused on skill development and gainful education. The devolution of education to the provinces through 18thConstitutional Amendment is the fundamental initiative in this regard. It is not enough to make education more widely available; the quality of the education also needs to be improved.
Higher Education Commission has made significant contributions towards the promotion of research and human resource development. Universities and higher education institutions are joining hands to enhance the standards of education in the country. Number of graduates that have received Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctorate degrees, medals and rolls of honour today reflects the contribution of this university not only in women education but also in social and economic development of the country. The quality of research, achievements in academic field and success in co-curricular activities are commendable. 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah in his address at a meeting of Muslim University Union, Aligarh said; “No nation can rise to the heights of glory unless your women are side by side with you” (March 10, 1944). Women are important segment of society and the government is providing them opportunities for their mainstreaming. We are committed to Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s vision of gender equality.  
 Ladies and Gentlemen!
I have visited this university earlier on 24th January, 2009. “Benazir Bhutto Chair for Peace, Reconciliation and Development” was established here. It is satisfying to note that the main focus is on leadership development through capacity building and skill development for effective decision making. 
I am happy to learn that Lahore College for Women University has set up “Women Institute for Leadership and Development” as an important component of the overall vision of the university. I must say that, this is not the vision of one university only; it is the vision of all progressing nations including Pakistan. I appreciate the efforts of the university to integrate “Benazir Bhutto Chair for Peace, Reconciliation and Development” with the “Women’s Institute of Leadership and Development”. 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto is an icon and a role model not only for Pakistani women but for women all over the world. In her address on 8th April, 1999 at “The Power of Women Conference” held in Ottawa, Canada, Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto said, “Leadership and courage are often synonymous. Ultimately, leadership depends on action, daring to take actions that are necessary to challenge the status quo for a bright future” 
Ladies and Gentlemen
Improving access and quality education is the most rewarding investment a country can make. Investing in female education helps to accelerate economic and social development by enhancing human resource, slowing population growth and alleviating poverty. Research and development of strategies for women empowerment in all spheres of life are important to achieve Millennium Development Goals. 
To strengthen and facilitate the progress of this University I would like to extend financial support amounting to Rs. 50 million as Endowment Fund for Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Chair. 
I also announce a grant of Rs. 10 million for the establishment of Support Center for Disabled Students with special needs.
I would direct the Ministry of Information Technology to provide the ICT facilities for the University. 
On demand for the restoration and renovation of Ganga Ram building and establishment of Central Library within this building, the University should to prepare a PC-1 project and get approval from the competent forum for inclusion of the project in the Annual Development Programme.   
Starting new disciplines and establishing new departments at this university is a step towards new milestones. Some of the areas of urgency are; energy, water, food, health care, knowledge and environment friendly technologies. 
After graduating in various disciplines; it’s your turn to pay back the nation and its people. It is your obligation to serve the public, contribute to nation building and uphold the law as responsible citizens. 
I am convinced that the future before you offers remarkable vistas of opportunities. We must pledge to make our country a better place.
I extend my greetings to the Vice Chancellor, faculty and all the staff of the University, who have been responsible for producing not just the graduates but responsible citizens and human beings with great values. 
 
I thank you all! 
 
Pakistan! Paindabad
 
