Statement by Ambassador Abdullah Hussain Haroon Permanent Representative of Pakistan, in the debate of the Security Council on the Situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian Question, 14 April 2010


Mr. President,

At the outset I would like to express our condolence to the Chinese delegation over the loss of life and property in the earthquake that struck today.

The Pakistan delegation would like to congratulate you on the successful handling of the work of the Security Council during the Presidency of Japan and also for convening of this very important
meeting.

We would also like to express our appreciation to Mr. Lynn Pasco for his invaluable insights on the latest situation in the region.

Pakistan associates itself with statements made by the distinguished representatives of Egypt and Syria on behalf of the Non-Alignment Movement and the Organization of the Islamic Conference, respectively.

Mr. President,

The Middle East Question and the plight of Palestinians have remained a major challenge for the international community and the United Nations. Seven decades of our collective failure to address this challenge has, nevertheless, if nothing else at lease consensus for
peace is enough. The statements that we have heard so far in the Council confirm a growing recognition that this must be ……..the situation in the Middle East is no longer tenable. The question is how to convert our collective desire for peace into a credible action-plan
for a wider political settlement that would end the cycle of violence and conflict in the region.

Mr. President,

Without end to mutual suspicion and discord I am not sure a durable and viable political settlement could take place. This would require the International Community to unequivocally call upon Israel to check the repressive policies of its occupying forces that have converted
the sacred land into a complex of check-points, road-blocks, military siege and separation wall. These policies have compounded the humanitarian plight of the Palestinian people by disrupting and adding misery into the already miserable every day lives. This does not augur
well for peaceful settlement of the dispute.

Besides improving the humanitarian situation on ground, it is also essential to end the series of provocative measures taken by the Authorities must cease. These measures include settlement activity throughout the Occupied Territories, especially in and around East Jerusalem and a growing trend to alter the status of centuries-old prayer places mosques, churches and cemeteries of the Palestinian people. These provocations neutralize voices for peace and accord. We also read these provocations as a loud political statement of utter disregard to the norms of international law and respect for heritage, culture, history and traditions.

More disquieting are the latest reports of imposition of a military order that empowers the Occupying Forces to arbitrarily expel the Palestinian people from the West Bank and the Gaza. Of late word has been riddled by extra-judicial and extra-constitutional orders. This is the latest of such orders imposed under the garb of so-called “additional legal oversight”, which would be a new tool to deport and imprison the Palestinian people. Such measures will not only vitiate the atmosphere conducive to the cause of peace but also raise doubts about the commitments of Israel for a negotiated political settlement.

Mr. President,

Cessation of repressive and provocative measures is essential to build an environment that is conducive to implement the strategies of peace within given timelines. In this context, we have taken a positive note of the strategy outlined in the statement by the Middle East Quartet in Moscow on 19 March 2010. However, the Quartet must back its strong words with greater political drive for a sustained dialogue towards the final settlement, in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions.

We believe that the Quartet’s commitments do not obviate the role of the Security Council in this issue but reinforce it. We hope that the Council, in accordance with its primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security, will continue to strive for implementation of all its relevant resolutions.


Mr. President,

Let me reiterate Pakistan’s full support for a lasting peace for all inhabitants of the region and our strong commitment for the realization of an independent, sovereign and viable State of Palestine
with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital, living side-by-side and in peace with all its neigbours.

I thank you.
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