ADDRESS BY PRIME MINISTER 
SYED YUSUF RAZA GILANI
      AT LUNCHEON MEETING WITH EUROPEAN UNION AMBASSADORS 
    (PESHAWAR, 4 MARCH 2010) 
 
Governor, NWFP Mr. Awais Ghani
 
Chief Minister, NWFP 
Mr. Amir Haider Khan Hoti
 
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen 
 I am greatly pleased to be among you at the gateway of South Asia.  One of the oldest living cities of the Asian continent, whose every nook and corner has a history, a story, a legend.  Whose present is perhaps no less eventful than its past.  It is also the gateway to a future that we must together envision and realize.  
 
    Peshawar has been at the forefront in defining developments of our times. When Soviet forces marched into Afghanistan some thirty years ago, Peshawar and its people opened their homes and hearts to a flood gate of refugees. 
They have since witnessed and borne all the tragedies and turmoils that have happened in their neighbourhood. If Pakistan is at the frontline in war against terror, Peshawar is its shield. The citizens of this city as well as the province have weathered tremendous losses. I am at a loss to quantify the psychological, physical, economic and emotional trauma the brave people of NWFP have suffered.  
Excellencies
Pakistan today is faced with unprecedented challenges posed by intolerance, extremism and terrorism. The origin of these threats lies in the three decades old conflict across our western border. The supreme sacrifices of our great leader, Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto as well as of our soldiers and innocent civilians have fortified our resolve to confront terrorism with our full might. We are committed to this mission despite our limited and depleting resources. We are thankful to EU for timely support at different stages for the relief and rehabilitation of internally dislocated persons.
Our policy of dialogue, development and deterrence is supported by the full force of national consensus. This policy has complete support of the people, the State institutions and the political forces of the country.
 
      In the Tribal Areas, as in Swat and Malakand deterrence has been put to effective use. It was Largely through our national effort, that  we have cleared and held the areas earlier disrupted by militants. 
 
      Now we need to build these areas to give comfort to the people. 
The people of these areas look for support from the Government of Pakistan and the international community.  They expect from us to help rebuild their lives, to vindicate their struggle and to give them hope for a bright future.  
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 
      In the battle to win the hearts and minds of the people, in our quest to transform their outlooks and opinions, there is no greater litmus test than what we can deliver now. In this context the Malakand Strategy offers a reasonable template. It merits our full support.  
 
Excellencies, 
      Pakistan greatly values the solidarity and friendship of its partners in the European Union. 
 
  Your presence here today, is a manifestation of your concern for the well-being and welfare of the people of Pakistan as well as people of this province. We deeply appreciate your gesture. 
The European Union and its members have been steadfast supporters of our cause and commitment for peace.   The European Union and its members are among Pakistan’s largest trading partners, the biggest investors in our economy, and our most active development affiliates.  Your countries and the European Union have a shared role and a responsibility.  
      Pakistan and the EU have compelling reasons to forge a closer, a more coherent and deeper relationship. This relationship can blossom into a key partnership of the twenty-first century.   These ties draw strength through democracy, development, human rights, human dignity, common values and shared concerns.  We also commonly believe in the right of all men to enjoy fundamental liberties and freedoms.  
Excellencies, 
      Trade in my view, has the potential and promise to bring about a fundamental societal transformation.  Free trade among free Nations lead to shared prosperity. It can unlock the vast latent potential of Pakistan and its people.  This message, I will carry next month, to the Second Pakistan-EU Summit.
  
Pakistan welcomes the European Union’s Action Plan for Pakistan. We also appreciate the commitment of the EU for its continued engagements with Pakistan and it is our strong desire to further improve the relations with EU based on long standing solid grounds. We hope that the major countries of the EU would support Pakistan’s case for greater market access its products in the European markets as well as meaningful negotiations for Free Trade Agreement.
 
      I look forward to meeting the European leadership.  I intend extending our hand of friendship with confidence to receiving a solid message of firm support.  
Thank You
 
