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MESSAGE FROM MR. ASIF ALI ZARDARI
PRESIDENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN
On the eve of the World Tourism Day being observed today let us reiterate our resolve to promote tourism in the country on the one hand to share its benefits with the world on the other.
The theme of this year’s Tourism Day Tourism Sharing Diversity is most appropriate. Promoting and sharing the bounties of tourism widely and genuinely is a great tool for promoting ties between countries and peoples all around the world.

In Pakistan unfortunately full potential of tourism has not been exploited. The growth of this industry has been hampered by a number of factors. It has traditionally been a neglected sector. The recent worldwide recession further hit it. And the scourge of militancy and extremism almost destroyed this vital sector of national economy.

It is hoped that as the militants retreat with the help of the people and peace and normalcy fast returns to Swat tourism will also regain its attraction. A robust tourism industry is vital not only for healthy economic activity but also for building ties with other countries and people of the world. Tourism involves travel and social interaction which in turn promotes tolerance, harmony and respect for diversity.

Events like the World Tourism Day offer us an opportunity to gave a serious thought to promoting tourism in the country. I am confident that the government is conscious of this and is taking steps for the promotion of tourism in the country.

On this day I urge every one concerned to help promote tourism in the country. I also invite people of world to visit Pakistan and enjoy the extent and diversity of its tourism wealth that ranges from the world’s highest snow peaked mountains in the north to the remains of thousands of years ancient civilizations in the south.
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MESSAGE

ON THE OCCASION OF WORLD TOURISM DAY 2009.
***

Tourism is a major source of income for many people in Pakistan. It is, however, much more than just an economic sector. Tourism links people and helps building better understanding among nations and cultures. Sustainable tourism is also essential for the preservation and enhancement of the cultural and natural heritage of our country. For all these reasons, Tourism merits our full attention and Political support. As we celebrate the World Tourism Day with other nations, we hope to bring our country back with prominence on the map of the world as a great tourist destination. It is well known that Pakistan offers a variety of attraction for every tourist in the world. We possess all the four seasons and are blessed with exotic natural scenic locations as well as colourful and diverse cultures from Khyber to Karachi. As we “Celebrate Diversity” according to the theme of this year’s World Tourism Day, we vow to fully exploit this sector of the economy for the benefit of not only the people who depend for their livelihood on it but also for the sake of projecting and promoting the real image of Pakistan to the entire world.
NOT TO BE PUBLISHED, BROADCAST OR TELECAST BEFORE THE  27th SEPTEMBER 2009

