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The Two-Year Performance

1. Dr. Fehmida Mirza made history when on March 19, 2008, she was elected by more than a two-third majority as the first woman Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan. She is also the first woman in the entire Muslim World to be elected to this office.

ROLE WITHIN THE HOUSE

2. Soon after her election, Dr. Mirza took such steps, which set new parliamentary traditions in Pakistan’s political history. Her first Ruling from the Chair reaffirmed her commitment to free and independent media, when she ordered immediate removal of all hurdles in the live transmission of National Assembly’s coverage by the electronic media.

3. She notified the Leader of the Opposition in the first working session of the National Assembly unlike the previous Assembly in which the Leader of the Opposition could not be notified even after three years.

4. Not only this, but when the PML(N) decided to sit on the opposition benches and the incumbent Leader of the Opposition Ch. Pervaz Illahi opted to step down from his position, Dr. Mirza, without any delay notified Ch. Nisar Ali Khan as the new Leader of the Opposition. This is despite the fact that the Rules of Business of the National Assembly are silent on the issue and do not bind the Speaker to act in such manner.

5. During her current tenure, the Speaker has also been assigned with unique national responsibility, when the entire Parliament, through a unanimous resolution, tasked the Speaker to constitute a Joint Parliamentary Committee to chalk out a comprehensive strategy for the Government in its fight against terrorism. The Speaker consulted all parliamentary groups in the Parliament and then constituted an all-parties Committee. Though many parties are not represented in the National Assembly and have only one member in the Senate, yet the Speaker ensured their presence in the said Committee, thus enabling all sides of the political divide to have a clear say on an extremely important and sensitive issue. As a result, the Committee came out with a unanimous stand against terrorism, which truly represents the joint national will.

6. Dr. Mirza played the same historic role when once again the Parliament placed its unwavering confidence in the person of the Speaker and tasked her to constitute another Parliamentary Committee on Constitutional Reforms. The spirit of the 1973 Constitution has been badly hampered by the successive amendments, creating imbalance not only among the state institutions but also bringing into question vital issues of provincial autonomy. Keeping in view the sensitive nature, the Speaker once again took all parliamentary groups of the Parliament in confidence and formed an all-parties Committee. This Committee has one finalized its proposals and is all set to make history by giving the nation unanimously agreed constitutional reforms after 37 years. The last time, the nation agreed on one document was the 1973 constitution.  The credit for this historic achievement also goes to the Speaker, who not only created this Committee but provided it with a conducive environment to complete its task in the minimum possible time.

7. Through-out the last two years, the Speaker has run the House with consultation and consensus. The House Business Advisory Committee has been regularly meeting under her chairpersonship and all decisions agreed in this forum, have been implemented in latter and spirit. 

8. As a result, not for once has the issue of quorum been raised.

9. The annual parliamentary calendar has regularly been chalked out and adhered to. The Calendar is placed on the National Assembly website for anyone to check.  

10. For the first time in the parliamentary history, the Order of the Day is notified on the website daily at 12 midnight. The media, civil society and the Members can get access to it without any hassle. Gone are the days when it used to be a well-guarded secret of the treasury.

11. The House under her leadership passed some of the most significant legislations. During the last year, the house passed 30 bills, make it an average of 1 bill per 15 days.

WOMEN’S PARLIAMENTARY CAUCUS

12.  The February 18, 2008 elections witnessed the election of an over-whelming number of women to the National and provincial legislatures. Many of these women had entered the Chambers for the first time and so were in need of guidance, appreciation and space. 

13. The Speaker, realizing this vital factor, ventured to form a bipartisan group of all women parliamentarians on the sidelines of the parliament. It almost took her 8 months to establish an atmosphere of trust and confidence for these women legislators, belonging to different, and at times opposed, political ideologies. On November 21, 2008 Women’s Parliamentary Caucus was finally launched with an aim to equip the women legislators in such a manner that they could not only address the plight of Pakistani women in an organized manner but could also provide “woman’s perception” to all national and international issues.

14. In the last one and a half year, the Caucus has made significant headways not only on the national scene but also on the international scenario. The Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU) in one of its recent publications has termed the Caucus as a “Role model” for all parliaments to follow. The Caucus was invited in an International Conference of Women legislators, held in Vietnam to share its success story and guide other women legislators of Asia and Africa for a more effective presence in their respective parliaments.

15. On the national front, the Caucus has highlighted issues like:

i. Status of women policing

ii. Cases of domestic violence, especially acid burn cases

iii. First Women Bank

iv. Stats of various high-level Women institutions such as National Commission on the status of Women, Ministry of Women Development etc.

v. Enhancing schemes of women entrepreneurship 

vi. Internally Displaced Persons of Swat and other affected areas (In this regard, the Speaker herself spearheaded a donation campaign worth 70 million Rupees and also initiated a “sponsor a child” campaign so as to save the newly born babies of the IDP Camps)

16. The space provided to the women legislators by the Speaker has resulted in their active participation. Today, more than 60% of the legislation moved in the House is generated from the 22% women benches.

INTERNATIONAL ROLE

17. Dr. Mirza’s election as the first woman Speaker of the Muslim World surely attracted significant international interest. Soon after entering into the office, she started receiving invitations for bilateral visits from all over the world.

18. However, keeping in view the economic constraints faced by the nation, the Speaker decided not to take any visit, if not strictly unavoidable. In the first 9 months of 2008, Dr. Mirza only went twice on international visits, once to Cape Town South Africa to represent Pakistan at the Inter Parliamentary Union’s 118th International Assembly and then to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association’s annual Summit. 

19. Both visits were of great significance. At Cape Town, Dr. Mirza addressed the 4th Women’s Speakers’ Conference as well while her address to the IPU General Assembly was widely published and quoted. She echoed the message of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto by calling for international reconciliation and dialogue. In her address, Dr. Mirza proposed a comprehensive plan of cooperation between the advanced and developing world, similar on the lines of Marshal Plan. Dr. Mirza named it “Benazir Bhutto Plan”.

Visit to China

20. In 2009, Dr. Mirza undertook her first bilateral visit when she visited the People’s Republic of China. It was a momentous occasion as unlike the past practices, the visit focused on expanding areas of cooperation between the two great neighbors and time-tested friends.

5th Women Speakers’ Conference, Vienna, Austria 

21. In July 2009, the Speaker represented Pakistan at the 5th Women Speakers’ Conference in Vienna. The significance of her address is evident from the fact that the excerpts of the same have been reproduced in the Annual Report of the IPU for the year 2009.

22. In view of Dr. Mirza’s strong advocacy, the Conference included the issue of the destroyed girls schools in Pakistan’s troubled areas by the terrorists and jointly asked the international community to help Pakistan in the reconstruction of all such destroyed schools.

23. On the sidelines of the Conference, the Speaker also foiled an attempt by some countries to use the forum of Women Speakers’ Conference to embarrass the brotherly country of the Islamic Republic of Iran by condemning it on its electoral riots. This role of the Speaker was greatly appreciated by the Iranian leadership, when Dr. Mirza visited Iran in February 2010.

20th Conference of the Commonwealth Speakers’ Conference, New Delhi, India

24. Dr. Mirza visited India for the 20th Conference of the Commonwealth Speakers’ Conference on January 4, 2010. This was the first-ever visit by any high-ranking Pakistani dignitary after the Mumbai blasts and hence was of immense significance.

25. Dr. Mirza addressed the Conference on the topic of “Speaker’s Role as a Mediator”. This address generated great interest and in fact became the “base paper” of the entire conference as most of the later discussion revolved around this paper. 

26. Through this paper, the Speaker raised key issues confronting international peace and security and the relevant domestic political crisis. She floated the idea of “parliamentary diplomacy” which remained the hallmark of the entire Conference.

27. Dr. Mirza’s meeting with the Indian Speaker and her subsequent engagements in India were widely published and shown in the media.

28. In this manner, the Speaker presented the case of Pakistan on the Indian soil in the most amicable manner. She called for the resumption of “composite dialogue” and termed the solution of Kashmir Issue as central to peace and security in South Asia.

Visits to France, Iran and Turkey 

29. Dr. Mirza visited the above-mentioned countries on state visits. She was received by the top respective leadership. In France, she held crucial meetings with the French Presidents of the National Assembly and Senate, Foreign Minister and the Chairpersons of the Women and Foreign Relations Committees.  

30. In Iran, the Speaker met the Iranian President, Speaker of the Majlis, Foreign Minister, Women Parliamentarians and the Pak-Iran Friendship Group in the Iranian Majlis. As a result of these meetings, the Iranian leadership agreed to remove the non-tariff barriers placed on the Pakistani exports.

31. In Turkey, Dr. Mirza met the Turkish President, Prime Minister, Speaker of the Turkish Grand Assembly and Chairpersons of the Parliamentary Committees ob Women and Foreign Relations. 

32. During this visit, the Speaker also addressed an International Summit of Women to mark the International Women’s Day, March 8.
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